BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW S| SON

Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks NG- 0001
(Aquila), Omaha, seeking a genera
rate increase for Aquila’ s Rate Area
One (Communities include

Pl at t smout h, Bel | evue, Ral ston,
LaVista, Papillion, Getna,

Wat erl oo, El khorn, Valley, and
Blair).

Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks NG- 0002
(Aquila), Omha, seeking a genera
rate increase for Aquila’ s Rate Area
Two (Lincoln).

Aquila, Inc., d/b/a Aquila Networks NG- 0003
(Aquila), Omaha, seeking a genera
rate Increase for Aguila’ s Rate Area
Three (Comunities include Adans,
Arlington, Ashland, Auburn, Aurora,
Avoca, Bancroft, Battle Creek, WAl VER OF PROPOSED
Beatrice, Bee, Beener, Bennet, Bl ue RULE 004. 01G PREFI LED

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

)

; ORDER GRANTI NG | N PART
)
)

Springs, Bradshaw, Cheney, d atoni a, ; TESTI MONY REQUI REMENT

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

AQUI LA’ S REQUEST FOR

Col unbus, Cortland, Craig, Crete,
David City, Dewitt, Dorchester,
Eagl e, El mwod, Enerson, Endicott,
Exeter, Fairbury, Fairnont, Firth,
Friend, Garrison, Geneva, Gafton,
Greenwood, Hal l am Hanpton, Hi ckman,
Hol | and, Hor ner, Hooper, Hunbol dt,
Hunphr ey, Jackson, Johnson, Lindsay,
Loui sville, Madison, Mnley, Mad,
Meadow G ove, MIford, Mirdock,
Murray, Mynard, Newman G ove,

Ni ckerson, Norfol k, North Bend,

Cakl and, Cdell, GOsceola, Pal nyra,
Panama, Pawnee City, Peru, Pierce,
Pilger, Plymouth, Rising Gty,
Rosal i e, Schuyler, Scribner, Seward,
Shel by, Stanton, Staplehurst,
Sterling, Table Rock, Tecunseh,
Tekamah, Thurston, Tilden, Uehling,
U ysses, Wakefield, Walthill,
Wal t on, Waverly, Wayne, Wepi ng
Water, West Point, WI ber,

W nnebago, Wnore and York). Entered: July 8, 2003
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OPI NI ON AND FI NDI NGS

In its applications in the above three dockets, Aquila
requested that the Comm ssion waive the requirenment in Proposed
Rul e 004.01G in the proceeding docketed Rule and Regul ati on No.
157. The proposed rule requires that applicants in general rate
filing proceedings submt wth the application any prefiled
direct testinony to be offered at the hearing. Aqui |l a asserts
in its request for waiver that it had nearly preparations to
file its application by the tinme Rule and Regul ati on No. 157 was

rel eased. In its application, Aquila does submt a list of
witnesses it intends to call and the general topic of each
W tness’'s respective testinony. Aquila seeks a waiver of the

rule and an extension of up to 30 days to file the prefiled
testinmony of the witnesses it has identified.

Based on the statenents set forth in the application and
request for waiver and because the Conm ssion’s order releasing
Rul e and Regul ation No. 157 was entered June 25, 2003, just days
prior to the tinme Aquila had previously announced publicly it
would nmake its general rate filing, the Conm ssion finds that
Aquila’s request for waiver of Proposed Rule 004.01G shoul d be
granted, though not in its entirety. Because the Comm ssion has
limted tinme in which to render its decision, pursuant to
Section 38 of LB 790, the Conmm ssion believes a 30-day extension
is too long. The Commission finds that an extension to July 18,
2003, would be appropriate in light of the other findings
her ei n.

ORDER

Aquila s request for waiver of Proposed Rule 004.01G is
granted in part, and Aquila is given until 5:00 p.m (CDT) on
July 18, 2003, to subnmt the prefiled direct testinony of any
W tnesses who Aquila wll call to testify as part of its case in
chief at the hearing on the above applications.
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MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 8th day of July
2003.
NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COW SSI ON

COVM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r

ATTEST:

Executive Director



